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not been suppressed by the victory of the Church. On the
contrary, that victory only brought into full light the dog-
matic differences between which the Emperors were forced
to make their choice, while they found themselves faced by
disciplinary disputes to which the persecution itself had
given rise. Many ancient 'heresies' although they had struck
deep roots—especially in Anatolia and Syria—such as
Montanism in Phrygia or the dualist sects issuing from the
Gnosis of Marcion and Manes—were henceforth no longer
a serious danger for the 'Catholic* Church. But Constantine,
so soon as he became master of Africa, found there a Chris-
tianity which was profoundly divided by Donatism, a move-
ment which formed a rallying-point for the masses of the
people who protested against the lukewarmness or the
cowardice in the hour of persecution of those propertied
classes who now, after the Christian victory, claimed their
share of honours, though they had not shared the sufferings
of the persecuted. And Constantine, such was the obstinacy
of the schismatics, was forced to tolerate Donatism. Ten
years later as conqueror of Licinius and master of the whole
Empire he suffered his second disillusionment when he was
faced with the Arian Controversy which was a far graver
issue than Donatism, for Donatism divided only Africa, but
Arianism divided the Roman world.
Arianism is the price paid for the early and fruitful
alliance of Christianity with Greek philosophy. From the
moment that Christ is identified with the Logos, His re-
lations with the Father must be defined in terms of the
Alexandrian conception of the Word. The 'savants', the
philosopher-theologians—Antioch was then the great school
of Christian philosophy—could not bring themselves to attri-
bute to the Father and the Son the same essence, the same
degree of divinity; to do so would have led, in their view, to a
heresy which had already been condemned, to Sabellianism.
A priest of Alexandria, Arius, had preached—not without
indiscretions and extravagance of speech—had popularized
and vulgarized the faith of Antioch. Bold and precise
formulas such as 'There was a time when He was not' roused
the passions of the crowd for and against this 'subordina-
tionism'. His bishop Alexander excommunicated him, but

